
Tips for Fundraisers

We encourage our supporters in every way we can by providing them with literature, artifacts 
from Kabubbu, PowerPoint presentations, our mobile craft ‘Shop in a Box’,  a sample 
fundraiser’s request letter, sponsorship forms, collection boxes, and various other resources 
that may be helpful.  Many of our sponsors have found fundraising for their trip fun, although 
hard work, and very fulfilling.  

Types of Fundraising Activity

Below is a list of suggestions that have been tried and tested many times;

• Take part in a Marathon, or a trekking or walking challenge – get sponsored to walk 
22km, the distance between Kampala and Kabubbu.  Or arrange a sponsored dog 
walk – who else might join you?

• Organize your own sponsored walk, swim, basketball game, skydive, gym workout, 
roller skating/ice skating session, or take a cold dip in the sea in winter.  Could you 
swim every day in your local pool and ‘clock’ 22 miles across the English Channel?  
Some have climbed mountains whilst others have cycled.  Any sporting activity can be 
used to raise funds.

• Sponsored head shave…?!?   Yes, this happened during a school assembly and 
raised £1,200.

    

                         Head Shave             Winter Sea Dip

• Hold a Quiz night at your local pub/club, Bingo session, or Karaoke night and arrange 
fish & chips.

• Hold a Chari-Tea party for some of your friends serving cakes and scones.  Or 
fundraise at church with coffee & cake donations after the service.  Could your school, 
company or hairdresser fundraise with coffee & cake?  Or a ‘low-end event’ – a dinner 
party or Barbeque - for which you provide a “cheap” version, but charge and dress 
“posh”?

•Borrow a ‘Shop in a Box’ – to use at your events with African 
crafts from Uganda.  Email caroline@quickentrust.com.

•Take part on a Slimathon and increase your fundraising 
monies whilst decreasing your waistline.

• The entertainers amongst us have put on shows, talent 
nights, piano recitals and fashion shows.  If you’re a 
musician, could you get sponsored to make music from 
dawn till dusk?

• Could you set-up a Crowdfunding campaign? We have project ideas.
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• Payroll giving, or matched giving by your employer?  Or donate an hour’s pay, half a 
day, or a full day of income.

• Could you give up your favourite food for Lent, or live on a Kabubbu diet?
• Just engaged? Could you swap your gift list or an online donations page?  Silver or 

Golden wedding celebration or special birthday coming up – ask family & friends to 
donate online rather than receive gifts.

• Gaming Buddies all over the world?  Organise a sponsored 24hour gameathon and 
involve all those buddies.

• Have fun dabbling on the river – a yellow duck race, the equivalent of Pooh-sticks on 
your local stream or river.

• Sell all those gifts and items at home you no longer want on Ebay. Or for the creative, 
sell your homemade art & crafts. 

• Hold an Auction of Promises
• If you are linked with a school or company maybe they will hold a dress down day, 

‘mufti day’ cake sale or other event. Examples include (i) Coins for Kabubbu – get all 
classes to bring in their small change and have a competition between classes to see 
who can make the longest line of coins in the playground. (ii) Enterprise event – give a 
stake of £50 to each class and hold a competition to see what they can turn it into, 
hold an event at which classes can sell their produce etc. One Primary school who did 
this raised ££1,700 – the top group having turned £50 into £450.   

Sample Fundraising Request Letter or Email for General Fundraising
Dear………
I recently made contact with a charity called the Quicken Trust which really inspired me to 
want to help in any way I can.  The charity concentrates on working on a project in a rural 
village in Uganda called Kabubbu.  This village is missing a generation, due partly to the 
AIDS virus and other illnesses such as Cholera, Typhoid and Malaria, and whole groups of 
children are growing up in incomplete families.  Often grandparents are taking the role of 
parents at the age of 80+.  There is no state pension, no free education, no social services, 
nor a national health service, and basically if you cannot provide food for yourself or money 
for medicines you die. 

I was horrified to think people really live like this in our world where we have so much.  
Quicken Trust arranges sponsorship of orphaned children and children living with one parent 
or grandparent, so they have an opportunity to transform their lives.  During the past 17 
years Quicken Trust have set up a primary and secondary school, health centre, elderly 
sponsorship programmes, farming initiatives, a tourism project and many other ideas in order 
to provide the village with an infra-structure so that eventually the people of Kabubbu may be 
able to support themselves.  

Meanwhile there is a large amount of work to be done in the village and I would like to 
fundraise to help.  I’m inviting you to [sponsor me/come along] for my event:

[Event Name]
[Event Date & time]
[Specifics of challenge / joining instructions!]

No amount is too small and any gift will be used to address some of the many challenges still 
facing the people of Kabubbu.  Welfare is an ongoing issue with still many in the village 
sleeping on an earth floor at night with no bed, blanket or mosquito net to protect and comfort 
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them.  Many families still go to bed hungry at night as their mums are not able to earn 
enough money to put food on the table.  Your money may well be used to quell those hunger 
pangs and bring a good night’s sleep to a granny, parent or child.  Your donation may be 
used to help provide resources for an ever-growing number of students who have been 
accepted at University or Vocational Training Colleges throughout Uganda, most of whom 
have never left Kabubbu. The students need support with simple equipment, transport costs 
and clothes to assist them in their chosen course.  100% of your donation will be used in 
Kabubbu so you can be assured it will be used wisely and carefully.

I really want to be able to help these families as much as I can and hope that you will be able 
to help

me achieve this. I have set-up a fundraising page at:https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/
quickentrust

I enclose some literature for you about the Quicken Trust and look forward to hearing from 
you.

Sample Fundraising Request Letter or Email for Volunteers Travelling to Kabubbu

Dear…………………..

I recently made contact with a charity called the Quicken Trust which really inspired me to 
want to help in any way I can.  The charity concentrates on working on a project in a rural 
village in Uganda called Kabubbu.  This village is missing a generation, due partly to the 
AIDS virus and other illnesses such as Typhoid and Malaria and whole groups of children are 
growing up in incomplete families.  Often grandparents are taking the role of parents at the 
age of 80+.  There is no state pension, no free education, no social services, nor a national 
health service, and basically if you cannot provide food for yourself or money for medicines 
you die. 

I was horrified to think people really live like this in our world where we have so much.  
Quicken Trust arranges sponsorship of orphaned children and children living with one parent 
or grandparent, so they have an opportunity to transform their lives.  During the past 17 
years Quicken Trust have also set up a primary and secondary school, health centre, elderly 
sponsorship programmes, farming initiatives, a tourism project and many other ideas in order 
to provide the village with an infra-structure so that eventually the people of Kabubbu may be 
able to support themselves.  

Meanwhile there is a large amount of work to be done in the village and I am joining a group 
of others to volunteer in whatever capacity they need me for.  As part of our trip we are 
raising funds towards a community building project.  I will be assisting not only in providing 
monies for this project but also labouring alongside the local builders by brick-laying and 
mixing cement.  

I will also be involved in a wide variety of ways to help the community including working on 
the agriculture project called The Graze School of Farming, helping to improve English 
literacy with children in schools, on welfare projects with individual families, sports, craft 
activities and assisting guardians in learning to play educational games with their adopted 
children. 

I will be paying all my own costs for the trip.  However, we are also asked to raise a minimum 
of [£X00] in order to help fund projects within the community.  I would very much appreciate 
any financial help that you feel you would be able to offer.  Any donation, however small, 
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would be very much appreciated.  I will be contacting the local press before my visit and will 
be happy to let them know the names of those people who have helped me reach my goal. 
On my return from the village I will report back to those who have kindly offered financial 
assistance and send photos of the work that has been completed.

I really want to be able to help these families as much as I can and hope that you will be able 
to help me achieve this.  

I have set-up a fundraising page at: https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/quickentrust

I enclose some literature for you about the Quicken Trust and look forward to hearing from 
you.
Yours ……..

Other tips which may be helpful especially for Fundraisers

Fundraising will naturally reflect your personal style and preferences.  Some of the following 
ideas may be helpful.  Our list aims to include all the best ideas we have seen in action over 
the years but leaves you free to pick and choose those that suit you. 

1. In your communication with potential supporters, make it clear that you are only 
asking for donations to the project in Kabubbu and that you will fund your own trip 
costs.  Mention that 100% of all donations are used at the point of need in Kabubbu.  

2. Use your own or your family’s Christmas card address list to send a letter.  Include 
QT literature, we can send you as many brochures as you need.  We can send you 
some photos to use in your letter as well as a standard letter that you can use to adapt 
and send to your potential supporters. 

3. Use your email distribution list to let everyone know about your planned trip and 
request support for the project. Send a follow up email to let them know how you are 
getting on, say thank you and let people know you are still collecting. Just before you 
leave, send another saying something like ‘off we go’ and ‘thanks for your support’ – 
and add a note to say that it is not too late to donate now! This can get an immediate 
response for people who wanted to donate but forgot. 

4. If you use Facebook and / or Twitter make sure you let everyone know you are 
travelling and include a link as above to your online donation page. 

5. Include words to suit your trip and the address to send cheques.  You need to 
collect-in your own fundraising. 

6. Cheques should be made payable to Quicken Trust.  If you use your own name and 
bank account, you will need to keep records of what you collect on behalf of Quicken 
Trust and then pass on a personal cheque or BACS payment for this amount to 
Quicken Trust.

7. Please encourage all eligible donors to register a gift aid payment.  Request a Gift Aid 
declaration if the person pays income or capital gains tax as it enables Quicken Trust 
to claim 25 pence per £ donated.  We can send you as many Gift Aid forms as 
needed.  Quicken Trust’s UK staff and administration costs are funded from Gift Aid 
funds.

8. Use the Quicken Trust Power Point presentation.  Offer to give a talk about Quicken 
Trust’s work and why you are going to Kabubbu to any club or society of which you 
are a member.  If you are a student – offer this to your old Primary School – they love 
to have old students go back and give assemblies.  We can send you our Power Point 
presentation and any other l iterature you need for support.  Email 
caroline@quickentrust.com Offer to come back after the trip with all your travellers’ 
tales and photos.
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9. If you are a member of a club or church or other society consider asking Geoff or 
Geraldine Booker along to give a talk.  Email geraldine@quickentrust.com to arrange 
a mutually convenient date.

10.Don’t forget to involve the local newspaper if you are doing something unusual or fun 
– contact Quicken Trust for assistance if needed as Geoff Booker has experience in 
writing and preparing material for press releases. Email geoff@quickentrust.com  Also 
– consider using our sample document on how to write a press release. 

11. Quicken Trust can promote your event and fundraising through its social media 
channels: www.facebook.com/quickentrust and www.twitter.com/quickentrust, and 
regular stories are posted to our website.  Quicken Trust can also include an email to 
all its supporters in a particular area on your behalf to publicise your event or 
exhibition.  Just send us details of what, when, and where. 

12.Consider asking for funds as an alternative to birthday or Christmas gifts or cards.
13.Make a display and / or use collection tins (we can provide these) in any suitable 

public area,    doctor’s surgery, dentist’s waiting room or school. 
14.Open a MyDonate page on the on line giving site at:  https://mydonate.bt.com/

charities/quickentrust and include the electronic address link to your page in all letters, 
emails or other electronic media messages.

MyDonate

Many of our supporters create a fundraising page with the on line company called MyDonate. 
https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/quickentrust
Donations received onto your personal page of this website are sent directly to 
Quicken Trust if the fundraiser selects Quicken Trust as their charity. Quicken Trust keep 
track of these amounts and will send additional thank you letters where appropriate. 
Here are the TIPS that help with this kind of fundraising;
1. Upload photos
Uploading lots of photos is one of the easiest and most effective ways of personalizing your 
page. When your supporters first visit your page, greet them with a beaming picture of 
yourself. And remember, you can upload up to ten photos, so why not add a few more to 
really tell your fundraising story. As they say, a picture tells a thousand words, so update your 
page with new photos to keep your page looking fresh.  Use www.quickentrust.com as a 
source of photographs for this purpose. 
2. Add a video
If a picture tells a thousand words, just imagine what a video could do.  Video is a fun, 
creative and, with the help of modern smart phones and digital cameras, a super-easy way to 
connect with your sponsors on a whole new level. 
3. Set a target
Setting a target is not only a great way of motivating yourself, but it’s also encouraging for 
your supporters. Letting them know that they are getting you ever closer to your goal may 
just encourage them to give that little bit more. Plus, there’s no denying how satisfying it is 
when you see your fundraising reach that 100% mark.
4. Use www.quickentrust.com to show donors what their support will achieve
Use the Quicken Trust website to provide information about the work we do. People love to 
know the impact of their giving.  
5. Tell your story
We think an engaging story can make all the difference. After all fundraising is a story, so use 
your page to tell your story. It’s all about letting your supporters know why you’re fundraising 
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and what it means to you. If you’re challenging yourself with an event, let people know how 
much effort you’re putting in. 
6. Choose a great theme
Giving your page a theme is a great way to show off just what you’re doing for your favourite 
charity. For all of your runners there is our Keep on running theme, we have an under the 
sea theme for any swimming fundraisers, and for those of you delving into the world of 
mountaineering, there’s our Climb every mountain theme.
7. Email your contacts in groups
It’s a great idea to email your family and closest friends first. As your most ardent supporters, 
they are most likely to support you and get the ball rolling. An empty page might be 
intimidating for some donors, so having a couple of donations on the page should encourage 
other supporters. People also tend to match the amounts already listed on the page, and 
your family and close friends are more likely to get you started with some generous 
donations.
8. Print your page
With our new fundraising pages, printing it gives you a poster style view of your fundraising 
page. It’s super handy for sticking up in the office, your local shop or on the school notice 
board. Best of all, it comes with slips for your supporters to tear off, complete with the web 
address to your page.
9. Use Facebook 
Once you’ve added the MyDonate page, share it with your Facebook friends. Not only can 
they donate, they can also share your page with their friends and ask them to donate too!
11. Tweet your page
A website like twitter is an absolute gem for fundraising, helping you reach out to a huge 
community. Tweet your followers with your link and ask them to retweet it to their followers. 
The more people that retweet, the more people will see your page.
12. Put your page address in your email signatures
Adding your MyDonate web address to your email signature is a quick and easy win in terms 
of getting your page out there. You can just add a hyperlink. 
13. Thank people
Saying thank you is super important and there is plenty of ways you can say thank you to 
your supporters. You can update the story on your page, send emails out to your donors, 
tweet a thank you and update your Facebook status. 
Let people know how your fundraising went, just what their support has meant to you and 
what a difference it will make to your charity.
It is often a good idea to share your volunteering story with the people who donated after 
your trip.  Ask for a slot at your school or church or club to give feedback and thanks. 
Quicken Trust will also thank people on your behalf and send Quicken Trust literature 
to anyone who may be interested.  To request this send an email to 
caroline@quickentrust.com with the amount and name & address details.
14. Be persistent!
It takes more than one round of emails to reach your target. You know what it’s like – people 
mean to donate, but sometimes they don’t quite get round to it and they may forgot to do it 
later.
Or perhaps when you first emailed them, maybe it wasn’t a great time, but now you’re 
catching them just after a pay day. Also, remember to thank the people who have already 
supported you so far and ask if they wouldn’t mind passing on your page to their contacts.
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15. Contact your local press 
A bit of exposure such as a few lines in the local paper or an appeal on your local radio 
station can really help. If they publicise your page address, it will be really easy for readers 
and listeners to support you. (For help with press releases contact the Quicken Trust 
office on 01323 832361 and ask for Geoff Booker or email geoff@quickentrust.com). 

!  7


